
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Justin Bieber visits the Philippines for #GiveBackPhilippines; 
helps to rebuild schools with Philam Foundation 

TACLOBAN, 10 December 2013 – Justin Bieber makes a surprise visit to the Philippines, performs for victims of 
Typhoon Yolanda in Tacloban City.  Philam Life, together with Justin, hands over USD $500,000.00 donation to 
Philam Foundation to build schools in cooperation with  the Department of Education as part of the 
#GiveBackPhilippines campaign. 

As one of the most “followed” celebrities online, Justin is committed to using his massive social online following to 
help rebuild the lives of children and families affected by the typhoon. “When I first heard about the massive scale of 
the Typhoon Yolanda disaster that had struck thePhilippines I knew I wanted to help in any way I could, that is why 
we came up with this campaign” said Justin.   

Last December 5, Justin launched #GiveBackPhilippines in partnership with Prizeo, AIA - The Real Life Company 
and TV5.  In the Philippines, Philam Life and BPI-Philam are members of the AIA Group Company.  In Prizeo.com, 
we see Justin calling out to his fans to support his online donation campaign.  Justin has selected three beneficiaries 
for his online donation campaign: Philam Foundation, UNICEF and Action Against Hunger.  

 

Apart from his online personal appeal for donations, Justin Bieber also surprised his Filipino fans today as he visited 
Tacloban’s City Central School and San Jose Elementary School.  Justin was welcomed with the warm smiles and 
cheers of our fellowmen as he performed a series of Christmas songs and “Baby”, one of his hits.   

Amidst the smiles and raving cheers of his fans, much work is needed to be done to rebuild Tacloban and the rest of 
Central Visayas.  With Typhoon Yolanda damaging more than 3,000 schools, the need to rebuild school classrooms 
is an urgent priority in order to establish a sense of normalcy and help children recover from their tragic experience.  
Justin has selected Philam Foundation as one of the beneficiaries of #GiveBackPhilippines to help in the 
rehabilitation efforts by building school classrooms under its Philam Paaralan Program. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later that evening, a check representing Philam Life’s donation of USD $500,000 was turned over to Philam 
Foundation to kickstart the building of the schools.  A model school of Philam Paaralan was also turned over to 
DepEd Undersecreatry Mario Deriquito.   “We are thankful for the generosity of Philam Life, AIA and Justin Bieber.  
#GiveBackPhilippines can help make a difference in the lives of many children affected and hopefully, we also create 
greater awareness globally for the need to have healthy school infrastructure here in the Philippines”, says 
Department of Education Undersecretary Mario Deriquito.  

Through the Philam Paaralan program, Philam Foundation will build fully-furnished school classrooms complete with 
restrooms in Central Visayas within 2014.  The program also provides children with the basics of hygiene and healthy 
living through WASH (Water Sanitation and Hygiene Program). 

“While we are seeing less and less of the devastation caused by Typhoon Yolanda in the headlines, there is an 
urgent need for us to focus our attention on rehabilitation after the initial relief efforts,” said Isca Abaya, Philam Life’s 
Head of Marketing. “We are pleased to have partnered with Justin to launch this initiative which will greatly help in the 
recovery of the typhoon devastated areas.  Building of schools is a necessary and urgent step to get the people of 
Central Visayas back on their feet and start rebuilding their lives.  Amidst these real life struggles, we call on real life 
heroes to help.”  

"So many kids are being deprived of their basic right to learn because the typhoon destroyed their schools. That's 
why it's cool to be working with Philam Foundation to build schools all around the typhoon-devastated areas so they 
can go back to learning again," said Justin 

For more information, please check out www.philamlife.com.  To donate or participate in #GiveBackPhilippines, visit 
prizeo.com/justin.    

 
# # # # 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Philam Life 
 
The Philippine American Life and General Insurance Company (Philam Life) is the country’s premier life insurance company. 
Established on June 21, 1947, Philam Life offers an extensive line of products in the industry that provides solutions to various 
financial needs including life protection, health insurance, savings, education, retirement, investment, group and credit life 
insurance.  
 
Philam Life is a member of AIA Group Limited, the largest independent publicly listed pan-Asian life insurance group. 
 
 
About BPI-Philam 
 
BPI-Philam Life Assurance Corp, formerly Ayala Life Assurance Inc, is a strategic alliance between two leading companies in the 
country today-The Philippine American Life and General Insurance Company (Philam Life) and Bank of the Philippine Islands (BPI). 
Philam Life is the largest life insurance company in the Philippines and the market leader for over 60 years. BPI is a leading 
commercial bank in the country with over 160 years of experience in the local banking industry and extensive branch network of 
more than 800 branches and 1,500 ATMs. 
 
BPI-Philam provides professional financial advisory service to address customers' financial and protection needs. With the 
combined expertise and resources of these two trusted companies, BPI-Philam policyholders are assured that their coverage is 
backed by financial strength and stability. 
 
 
About Philam Foundation  
 
Philam Foundation is the corporate social responsbility arm for the Philam Group of Companies. The foundation envisions an 
educated nation empowered for the future.  In partnership with the Department of Education, Philam Foundation has launched 
Philam Paaralan which aims to empower more Filipino youth through education by building fully-furnished schools with restrooms in 
calamity-stricken, un-served and under-served areas around the country. 
 
 
About AIA  
AIA Group Limited and its subsidiaries (collectively “AIA” or “the Group”) comprise the largest independent publicly listed pan-Asian 
life insurance group. It has operations in 17 markets in Asia-Pacific – wholly-owned branches and subsidiaries in Hong Kong, 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, China, Korea, the Philippines, Australia, Indonesia, Taiwan, Vietnam, New Zealand, Macau, Brunei, 
a 97 per cent subsidiary in Sri Lanka, a 26 per cent joint venture in India and a representative office in Myanmar.  
 
The business that is now AIA was first established in Shanghai over 90 years ago. It is a market leader in the Asia- Pacific region 
(ex-Japan) based on life insurance premiums and holds leading positions across the majority of its markets. It had total assets of 
US$147 billion as of 31 May 2013.  
 
AIA meets the savings and protection needs of individuals by offering a range of products and services including retirement savings 
plans, life insurance and accident and health insurance. The Group also provides employee benefits, credit life and pension services 
to corporate clients. Through an extensive network of agents and employees across Asia-Pacific, AIA serves the holders of more 
than 27 million individual policies and over 16 million participating members of group insurance schemes.  
 
AIA Group Limited is listed on the Main Board of The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited under the stock code “1299” with 
American Depositary Receipts (Level 1) traded on the over-the-counter market (ticker symbol: “AAGIY”) 
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