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PRESS RELEASE 
 

GARY V: ON HIS SECOND LEASE IN LIFE  
AND FINDING A PARTNER IN AIA PHILAM LIFE  

 
MANILA, PHILIPPINES – Gary Valenciano was concerned for his life when he was diagnosed 
with cancer after undergoing a cardiac bypass surgery two years ago. Fortunately for him, this 
episode gave him a chance to have a second lease on life. 
 
After an anniversary performance on ASAP on April 22 with his son Gabriel, he suffered chest 
pains which he said might have been caused by fatigue. After doing an angiogram on May 4, it 
was discovered that 95% of his left artery was blocked. Two days later he underwent an 
emergency open heart surgery. As if his condition wasn’t already bad enough, doctors also 
diagnosed him with kidney cancer two weeks later. “I went through five procedures. The 
angiogram, the bypass, a laryngoscopy because I suddenly had breathing issues called 
laryngospasm, then another procedure because I got pleural effusion (water in the lungs), and 
then the partial nephrectomy (cutting off of malignant tumor and 1/3 of the kidney) all within 6 
weeks. Add on my diabetes so it was quite a challenge!”  
 
Gary was able to successfully undergo these procedures recalling how his recovery phase was a 
difficult yet fulfilling journey. “I had to shoot myself with a lot of painkillers. I had to walk despite 
the fact that the wounds were still very fresh. I also dealt with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). Thankfully, I had friends who helped me get over it by prayers and even taking me to the 
beach.” 
 
Though painful, the unforgettable and humbling experience has allowed him to appreciate his life 
more. “It’s been amazing because you kind of get sensitive again to what others may be going 
through. The experience of being able to do these things God knows I love the most has made 
me grateful and I just want to enjoy this time I have,” he shares. 
 
Gary recalls how fortunate he was to be surrounded by a very strong support group who helped 
him navigate through such a difficult time. “My wife reminded me we also did prepare financially 
by buying insurance. Of course, anytime, anybody goes to the hospital, that’s money out of the 
pocket, and although I know it’s to keep people safe and healthy and all, what I went through was 
not an ordinary thing.” 
 
With his pre-existing condition and a health scare, Gary was aware of the financial preparations 
he needed to make. “Many people might not understand the importance of insurance but for me, 
insurance rhymes with the word assurance. When health challenges come, and you know that 
they will at some point in time in your life, it would be good to know that you have a partner that 
will help you. And that’s what insurance does, it assures you like what happened to me, that 
teaming up with a partner with my health will help me fulfil my obligations and my duties financially 
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to those who have helped me.” 
 
AIA Philam Life recently signed Gary Valenciano as its newest brand ambassador, to inspire 
Filipinos from all walks of life to protect themselves so they will have peace of mind that they can 
enjoy a Healthier, Longer, and Better Life no matter what uncertainties may come. 
 
“Now that AIA Philam Life invited me to be their ambassador, I was so touched. People have 
entrusted their lives into the hands of AIA Philam Life because they have a track record of making 
sure to provide the services that people need ever so badly, especially now.” 
 
Be protected from medical emergencies 
 
AIA Philam Life develops relevant protection products for Filipinos as the brand understands that 
while everyone needs these, they are unable to be as financially prepared as Gary. The Company 
recently launched AIA Med-Assist, an affordable variable life insurance plan with medical benefit 
rider designed to address medical expenses due to hospitalization. “I believe until you go through 
the experience yourself, that’s the only time you will really understand the importance of protecting 
yourself and your family,” Gary says.  
 
AIA Med-Assist is available for 18 to 55-year olds and comes in four different packages ranging 
from PHP500,000 to PHP4 million yearly hospitalization coverage to match your budget with a 
long-term payment scheme for more manageable premium payments. It comes with Daily 
Hospitalization Income for every day you're confined to give your family peace of mind that there’s 
no income loss even if you’re confined in the hospital, as well as a lump sum cash benefit for 
beneficiaries in case of loss of life. On top of this, the product is powered by Philam Vitality, AIA 
Philam Life’s science-backed wellness program which incentivizes members with rewards for 
knowing and improving their health. 
 
A healthier chapter of his life 
 
For this “new” chapter of his life, Gary hopes to continue living healthy. “I think of my family, my 
wife and my children, and what else is out there for me to do. Everything has to be balanced and 
every priority must first be listed down and then put them in different plateaus. I believe if these 
priorities are all balanced all together, that’s what’s going to continue to inspire me to continue 
living a healthier, longer, and better life.” 
    
Know more about AIA Med-Assist by visiting the AIA Philam Life website at philamlife.com, 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/AIAPhilamLife/, emailing philamlife@aia.com or 
calling (02)8528-2000.    
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### 
 
 
About AIA Philam Life 
 
 

The Philippine American Life and General Insurance Company (AIA Philam Life) is the country’s premier life insurance company. 
Established on 21 June 1947, AIA Philam Life has earned the trust of customers for its financial strength, strong brand name, and 
ability to deliver on its promises. 
 
AIA Philam Life has PHP291.38 billion in total assets as of 31 December 2019, while serving over 500,000 individual policyholders 
and over 1,500,000 insured group members. 
 
AIA Philam Life understands the needs of its customers and provides holistic solutions that include life protection, health insurance, 
savings, education, retirement, investment, group, and credit life insurance. It also offers bancassurance and fund management 
products and services through its subsidiaries—BPI-Philam Life Assurance Company (BPLAC) and Philam Asset Management Inc. 
(PAMI). 
 
AIA Philam Life is a member of AIA Group Limited, the largest independent publicly listed pan-Asian life insurance group. 
 
 

About the Philam Group 

 

The Philam Group comprises the biggest life insurance company in the Philippines. By putting its customers at the center of its 

operations, the Philam Group has earned the trust of its stakeholders and has achieved continued growth over the years. 

 

The Philam Group was formed with the mission of empowering Filipinos to achieve financial security and prosperity. Through its strong 

network, it is able to offer financial solutions such as life protection, health insurance, savings, education, retirement, investment, 

group and credit life insurance, and fund management products and services.  

 

After the establishment of AIA Philam Life in 1947, the Philam Group has since expanded to include other affiliate companies, namely: 

BPI-Philam Life Assurance Company (BPLAC), Philam Asset Management Inc. (PAMI), Philam Call Center, and Philam Foundation.  

 

Based on the Insurance Commission results as of 31 December 2019, the combined total premium income of AIA Philam Life and 

BPLAC is at PHP33.87 billion. Its strength and stability is solidified by AIA Philam Life’s assets at PHP291.38 billion, and net worth at 

PHP88.94 billion. It is a member of AIA Group Limited, the largest independent publicly listed pan-Asian life insurance group. 

 

 

About AIA 

 

AIA Group Limited and its subsidiaries (collectively “AIA” or the “Group”) comprise the largest independent publicly listed pan-Asian 

life insurance group. It has a presence in 18 markets in Asia-Pacific – wholly-owned branches and subsidiaries in Hong Kong SAR, 

Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Mainland China, South Korea, the Philippines, Australia, Indonesia, Taiwan (China), Vietnam, New 

Zealand, Macau SAR, Brunei, Cambodia, Myanmar, a 99 per cent subsidiary in Sri Lanka, and a 49 per cent joint venture in India. 

 

The business that is now AIA was first established in Shanghai a century ago in 1919. It is a market leader in the Asia-Pacific region 

(ex-Japan) based on life insurance premiums and holds leading positions across the majority of its markets. It had total assets of 

US$284 billion as of 31 December 2019. 

 

AIA meets the long-term savings and protection needs of individuals by offering a range of products and services including life 

insurance, accident and health insurance and savings plans. The Group also provides employee benefits, credit life and pension 

services to corporate clients. Through an extensive network of agents, partners and employees across Asia-Pacific, AIA serves the 

holders of more than 36 million individual policies and over 16 million participating members of group insurance schemes. 
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 AIA Group Limited is listed on the Main Board of The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited under the stock code “1299” with 

American Depositary Receipts (Level 1) traded on the over-the-counter market (ticker symbol: “AAGIY”). 

 

Media Contact:  

 

Abbie L. Remo       

AIA Philam Life Head of Corporate Communications and PR     

Telephone: +(632) 521 6300 local 2812       

Email: Abbie-D.Remo@aia.com 
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